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California is "now in a pandemic-induced recession," Gov. Gavin 

Newsom said Friday in an indication that, while official economic bodies have not 

declared a recession, the state is experiencing a serious economic downturn. 

The Democrat's assertion comes as the virus and the measures taken to limit its 

spread wreak havoc on the Golden State's economy. Unemployment currently 

stands at 5.3% there, with a whopping 3.1 million people filing claims in just the 

past four weeks. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/gavin-newsom-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/gavin-newsom-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2020/04/14/gavin-newsom-california-reopen-sot-simon-vpx.cnn


"These are sober and challenging times," Newsom said, adding that "as California 

goes, so goes the nation." 

Despite Newsom's statement, California is not officially in a recession. Most 

experts do predict a massive global economic downturn this year, but a recession is 

only official after the National Bureau of Economic Research declares one has 

begun -- which typically occurs many months after a recession is already 

underway. 

On Friday, Newsom announced an advisory committee to come up with short, 

medium and long term plans for economic recovery. 

That advisory includes four former governors: Republicans Arnold 

Schwarzenegger and Pete Wilson and Democrats Gray Davis and Jerry Brown. 

Former presidential candidate Tom Steyer will serve as the council chair. 

Newsom has been a visible example of a cautious state response to the virus. He 

issued a stay-at-home order on March 19 for California's nearly 40 million 

residents that has no set end date, and on Monday announced a joint Western 

States Pact with Oregon Gov. Kate Brown and Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, both 

Democrats. 

The three states will join forces in a plan to begin incremental release of stay-at-

home orders, with the governors collaborating on their approach to getting back to 

business "in a safe, strategic, responsible way," Newsom said in the announcement. 

While the state now grapples with the economic impacts caused by the virus, 

California has already seen notable success in getting ahead of the pandemic. 

By early April, California had struck a deal for more than 200 million protective 

masks per month, including N95s and surgical masks, Newsom said on MSNBC. 

Citing contracts with a consortium of nonprofits and a California manufacturer, 

"we're confident we can supply the needs of the state of California and potentially 

the needs of other Western states," he added. 

California also worked to both refurbish and procure new ventilators, an effort that 

later benefited other states. The state began sending 500 of its ventilators to hot 

spots including Illinois, New Jersey and New York. 

Though California is still fighting its own Covid-19 battle, and things can change, 

"we're confident that the number of ventilators that we currently have in possession 

are adequate to the task in the very short term," the governor said. 
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1. While having approved several nuclear power projects, all of them additional 

reactors at existing sites, the government has adroitly avoided offering the 

necessary licensing guarantees required to obtain funding to build them.  

2. Ezra Klein in the Washington Post reports that the EPA is moving forward 

with its plans to shutter 20% of the nation's coal-fired power plants.  

3. Wind power is subsidized at up to 10 times the cost of conventional energy 

and is unpredictable.  

4. While many are grandfathered in, the power will still go offline starting in 

the next 18 months. 

5. The administration is using regulatory power and permitting to choke off 

conventional power. 

6. Last year, I sat in a packed conference center at China's largest solar power 

conference as I listened to one of Europe's leading solar power executives 

state that the industry needed to work to make conventional power so 

expensive that alternative energy sources can compete. 

7. Wind power has received a lot of press, but even there, the largest project 

planned for the country was canceled because of obstruction and a poor 

financial outlook. 

8. None of this data is reflected in the current economic models for solar power. 

9. Germany and Spain have withdrawn subsidies for wind power installations 

not because the industry has grown more viable, but rather because the 



difficulties and costs associated with this source of power outweigh the 

benefits. 

10.  Power companies brought in extra crews. 

11.  Prime Minister David Cameron, who rose to power promising to unite his 

Conservative Party‘s warring factions over Britain‘s role in Europe, suddenly 
faces a political battle on the issue. 

12.  Their most egregious silences -- their greatest exploitations of power and 

dark money -- are threatening our very freedom and democracy. 

13.  End the abuse of power and the destruction of 'our' America. Now! 

14.  She is from a very wealthy family with a lot of social power. 

15.  The company abused its power, forcing workers to work overtime without 

pay. 

16. The police and troops baton-charged, and running battles with the 

demonstrators took place over a wide area. 

17.  If they did not leave peaceably, they would be batoned by the police. 

18. We have an obligation to help them. 

19. The mystery of the missing woman has been probed into by police, but 

without result. 

20. They worked in close rapport with us. 

21.  Extra staff has been taken on to cover busy periods. 

22. Optional extras include cooking tuition at a top restaurant. 

23.  One thing balances another. 

24.  There is a separate public for every picture, and for every book. 

25.  There was speculation that a treaty would be signed. 

26.  This airline's safety record is impeccable. 

27.  Earthquake shocks were recorded by a seismograph. 

28.  This shell-hole in the ground records a bomb strike that's been taken on our 

village. 

29.  The equipment was extremely sophisticated and was monitored from a 

central control panel. 

30.  The advisory panel disagreed with the decision. 

 


